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Mission, Goals and Events 

Fundraising News, Too! 

 
“Integrity and hard work come first” is the guiding philosophy of the Diamond Fever Organization. We 

believe that our greatest contribution is in teaching young people the values of competition: to make a 

commitment, to work hard, to strive for excellence, to sacrifice to make the team better, and to be the best you 

can be as a person and as an athlete. We believe that our job is to develop the total person, and not just the 

athlete. Our players learn to respect the game of fastpitch softball and all who are involved in it. While a 

member of Diamond Fever, our players will learn about commitment, success, trust, respect, pride, tradition, 

attitude, motivation, responsibility, discipline, mental toughness and integrity. 

 

We also believe in education. From the 10U team to the 18U team, our coaches are striving to bring out the 

best in his/her players to make them leaders, not just on their school athletic teams, but in the classrooms as 

well. All of Diamond Fever players who wanted to play softball in college have been able to live that dream—and that 

is a testament to the Diamond Fever mission, the parents, and the coaches.  No other softball organization in the area can 

make that same claim.  Since Diamond Fever’s beginning in 1998, the organization has developed 57+ girls who were 

able to earn athletic scholarships to play softball for their respective colleges.  Diamond Fever has given immeasurable 

confidence, athleticism, and motivation to every girl who has dedicated her time to the sport, and currently, 18 Diamond 

Fever girls play at the college level.  At least three of these college players will return to the organization as coaches this 

2014/2015 season, all while still playing for their college teams. Overall, Diamond Fever has had eleven former players 

return as coaches!  We also have two active Diamond Fever girls and several former players coaching for high school 

teams.  They understand the invaluable skills Diamond Fever has offered, and in turn, they want to give back and help 

those younger athletes from our area.   

 

One of our Diamond Fever parents shared it perfectly in the following letter: 
 

“We all know that a new travel team pops up on a regular basis lately.  Yes, there are other “teams” out there who play 

each weekend, stay close to home, and rack up points in the race to be number one in certain associations.  I also 

acknowledge that it is a great feeling to win a tournament, with our names and pictures appearing in the local papers. 

BUT, here is the Diamond Fever difference --- as our players mature  and grow through years of playing and make it 

onto the 18U team, they are not playing for points anymore….yes, they play to win, but it is winning to prove to 

themselves and to college coaches that they “have it”.  These girls travel to tournaments and showcases where you all of a 

sudden turn around and a college coach it sitting or standing right behind you.  There may be just a few, or I have seen 

tournaments with more college coaches present than you can imagine. 

So with all of this said, I just wanted to share this….if your daughter wants to play college ball, or it is even remotely a 

part of her mindset for her future, then Diamond Fever is the place to be for the long haul.  Trust in what these coaches 

have been doing for years for these girls, and trust in our organization.”   

 

                                                       

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                                       Diamond Fever Hall of Fame 
Player Graduation Year High School College 

Heather Bullington 2002 Dan River VA Intermont College 

Lori Beth Collins 2002 Dan River UNC-Greensboro 

Megan Gilbert  2002 Dan River Campbell 

Melanie Gilbert 2002 Dan River Averett University 

Sonya Francis 2002 Dan River Averett University 

Kesha Venable 2002 George Washington Lenoir-Rhyne University 

Sarah Montgomery 2004 Chatham Randolph College 

Ashley Taylor 2004 Dan River Radford 

Lindsey Hastings 2004 Halifax Meredith College 

Ashley Salmon 2005 George Washington South Carolina 

Jennifer Bowles 2006 Martinsville University of VA 

Casey Pyron 2007 Dan River Barry University 

Kelly Montgomery 2008 Chatham Gardner-Webb University 

Bri Ritchey 2008 Dan River Pitt Community College 

Gwen Turner 2008 Dan River Lafayette College 

Kara Buchanan 2008 Home School Gardner-Webb University 

Emily Atkinson 2008 Tunstall Averett 

Jennifer Slaughter 2008 Tunstall University of VA 

Sarah Smith 2008 Tunstall Lynchburg College 

Brooke Short 2009 Altavista Longwood 

Hannah Shumaker 2009 Bartlett-Yancey Ferrum College 

Tessa Law 2009 Bassett Radford 

Carrie Dudley 2009 Gretna Bridgewater 

Ingrid Joyce 2009 Patrick County Greensboro & Radford 

Susanne Plaster 2009 Patrick County Greensboro & Ferrum 

Brittany Arnn 2009 Tunstall Campbell 

Jenna Rudder 2009 Tunstall Averett 

Amber Marstin 2009 William-Campbell Bridgewater 

Courtney Burner 2010 George Washington Ferrum 

Nina Compton 2010 Gretna VA Tech University 

Johanna Spencer 2010 Halifax Elon 

Megan Day 2010 Halifax Elon 

Stephanie Clark 2010 Halifax Roanoke 

Taylor Nunn 2010 Westover-Christian North Greenville University 

Rachel Shumaker 2011 Bartlett-Yancey Ferrum 

Nichole Mills 2011 Gretna Bravard Jr College 

Morgan Jones 2011 Tunstall Averett 

Amber Sulter 2011 Westover-Christian Lynchburg College 

Brittany Lawhorne 2011 William Campbell UVA Wise 

Skylar Seals 2011 William Campbell Lynchburg 

Taylor Dix 2012 Bartlett-Yancey Averett 

Kayla Malkos 2012 Cave Spring VA Wesleyan University 

Rhyan Scearce 2012 Dan River Averett University 

Mary Beth Smith 2012 Bartlett Yancey Averett 



Shelby Wray 2012 Franklin County Emory & Henry 

Kelsey White 2012 Halifax Bluefield College 

Katherine Shumaker 2013 Bartlett-Yancey Catawaba 

Holly Eckard 2013 Dan River Emory & Henry 

Kelsey Meadows 2013 Dan River PHCC 

Kimmie Meadows 2013 Dan River PHCC 

Emily Lawrence 2013 Gretna Roanoke 

Brianna Pierce 2013 Halifax Virginia State 

Miyana Ross 2013 Halifax Ferrum 

Courtney Rudd 2014 Western Alamance Ferrum 

Jordan Whitcomb 2014 Franklin Co. Emory & Henry 

Dominique Mulero 2015 Tunstall Virginia State 

And we already have several senior players who have received offers for positions on collegiate softball 

teams—such an exciting time for them! 

 

Aside from what the organization does for our players and their college goals, the Diamond Fever players are 

philanthropists in the community. The Diamond Fever players have supported God’s Pit Crew in Danville, 

Virginia and area hospice patients and residents of the Stratford House and Harmony Hall in Southside, VA. 

We also host softball tournaments in the area that bring thousands of dollars to the merchants/businesses of the 

community—and while playing the sport they love.   

 
The upcoming year may be one of the most exciting in our history.  Challenges are sure to come, but just as the 

girls work together on the field to win, we will see victories as we work together.  Rising costs are just part of 

life—and a part of softball.  With that in mind, we are taking steps in new directions to ensure the future of our 

organization as well as to relieve some of the cost burden on families.  These plans address the three integral 

branches of our organization: quality facilities, quality coaching, and quality players and their families. 

 

FACILITIES 

 

Because we have acquired ownership rights of our facilities, we are focusing on the necessary upgrades in order 

keep our organization strong.  These maintenance upgrades will ensure we will always have a place to pursue 

excellence through practice.  We have created a nice facility, and we hope to continue our work there.  The 

board is working hard to attain this goal by keeping player monetary goals as low as possible and by striving to 

receive community grants.  

 

COACHING 

 

We are also continuing a quality coach retention plan. Before the 2014 season, besides the constant demands of 

coaching, our coaches have also been asked to pay for their own travel expenses, many training aids, videos, 

and other expenses.  Many coaches are willing, but very few are able to do this year after year.  To get and keep 

quality coaches, we want to continue what we started in 2014: help reimburse coaches’ travel expenses. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PLAYERS AND FAMILIES 

 

Obviously, we need players.  Diamond Fever has always attracted good talent, and we are known for our 

training and hard work.  Unfortunately, this reputation has become a bit of an Achilles heel.  What we do is not 

cheap, and sometimes after a few years of good training, parents may be enticed by the promises of either lower 

cost or higher name recognition by other travel teams.  This breaks the flow of players who should naturally 

move from one age to the next.  To combat this, we are taking the next step: fundraising! 

 
 

Fundraising 

 

We are excited to continue the 2016/2017 fundraiser—the 100-inning Softball Game and HUGE yard sale.  

With rising costs at home and on the field, we needed to find a way to raise a significant amount of money 

with the least amount of personal investment of money and time.  This year we will have a fundraising day on 

Oct. 29.  This will be an all-day event, and participation is mandatory.  However, the success of this event will 

cover all costs for our organization for the entire year—that means no personal player fees!  Several events 

will occur for you, your friends and family to participate in that day.   

 

What’s on the Schedule? 

Saturday, October 29 

 

1. 100-inning Softball Game 

For the last four years, this event was a HUGE success.  Most (over 80%) of our players earned 100% of 

their monetary goals.  

This fundraiser will be played in October 29 by all Diamond Fever players. Each player will get 

sponsors for each inning we complete.  For example, the person raising the funds will explain to her 

neighbor that she will be playing in a 100-inning softball game to raise money for her team to play in 

tournaments, cover insurance and maintain fields.  She may then ask for a 25ȼ pledge for every inning 

that we complete.  That way, sponsors are only asked to spend $25 to support this event.  Of course, 

sponsors may offer any amount they wish, from 1ȼ to 5ȼ to $1 or more!  This will be the main 

fundraiser (meaning it has the most potential for bringing in money).  All monies from this fundraiser 

are due by November 1.  

 

How Do I Get Started? 
1. A great attitude is your #1 asset! 

2. Start building your sponsor list. 

o Use a separate sheet of paper and use the following suggestions to build a list 

of people. Take a couple of hours with your family and open your list up to 

around 100 people if you can. You won't think of everyone, but you can add 

as you go. Having a good list to work from will increase your success. Remember, it's okay if 

everyone can't sponsor you, but most people will be glad to help. 

 Relatives: grandparents, uncles, aunts, cousins 

 Facebook, Instagram, Twitter Friends! 

 Work: Parents’ co-workers 

 Business: 

o Store owners, bankers, contractors you know or have used  

o Hair dresser 

o Sales representatives (cars, insurance, route sales, distributors, like Avon, 

Amway, Mary Kay, others who sell vitamins, baskets, etc.) 

o Accountants, tax preparers, doctors, and dentists 



 

 Family Friends 

o Church members, neighbors, school friend parents 

o Current and former teachers,  parents’ current and former teachers 

o Club friends (hunt club, moose lodge, etc) 

 

3. Spend an hour or two each week visiting the businesses on your list.  Take a copy of the business 

sponsor letter (included in this folder), wear your Diamond Fever jersey, and introduce yourself to the 

person in charge.  Tell that person what you’re doing and confidently ask this person if he/she is willing 

to help.  You may even want to invite another teammate to go with you.  There is strength in numbers!  

Make sure to tell each business owner that we are a non-profit organization, and their contribution may 

be completely tax deductible.  The tax ID# is printed on the sponsor letter AND you will also include a 

receipt when you write your thank you notes.  

4. Another GREAT option to insure success is writing a personal letter to all your family members and 

friends from your sponsor list.  A sample letter is included in your folder, and we will send this letter 

electronically to you. You can adjust it as you wish.  Send this letter to everyone you can, AND if you 

place a stamped, self-addressed envelope with your letter, you will be pleasantly surprised at the money 

that will come back to you!  Again, you will send a receipt back to each donor when you write your 

thank-you notes. For sponsors who contribute $100 or more, you MUST have them complete the 

sponsor form (you have one included in your folder and the electronic version posted on our website) 

and turn in that form to Cathy Liles.  Without that form turned in by the beginning of November, 

your sponsor will NOT be listed on the website.  

5. As you receive money, you must list them on the Pledge Form.  That way, you can keep up with your 

balance and know to whom to write your thank-you notes.  Also, you will know who to revisit next 

year for the 2017 season! 

6. When you receive $100 or higher sponsors, you complete the Sponsor Form (1 is included in your 

folder with the electronic version on the website) and turn in that form to your fundraising coordinator 

or Cathy Liles by November 1.  That way, we can make sure those sponsors are posted on the website. 

7. All money MUST be turned in to your team’s fundraising person by November 1.   

8. Via email, you will receive electronic copies of the sponsor letter and the individual player letter.  You 

will also receive an updated committee member list in order to know your fundraising parent.  

9. As you receive sponsors, WRITE EACH ONE A THANK YOU NOTE!  That guarantees they will 

help you again in the future, and let’s face it:  thank you notes are the right thing to do.  Get into the 

habit of it.  You have received Diamond Fever receipts (included in envelope in your folder) to add to 

your letters as well.  You may receive more from your coach as needed.   

10. Have fun!  Along the way, keep Warren Mills (mfw@fairpoint.net) and LaDonna Varner 

(lvarner@henry.k12.va.us) informed about how much money you are collecting!  They love to share 

your success with the rest of the teams! Your coaches may even add a little friendly competition to 

keep you striving for success! 

  

  

 

  

  
 


